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In his book Just Mercy, Bryan Stevenson, the public interest lawyer 

who founded the ‘Equal Justice Initiative,’ tells the story of showing up 
to a courtroom one day to find an older woman sitting outside on the 
steps. He vaguely recognized her from seeing her around this 
courthouse, but never actually talked with her. After finally engaging 
this woman, he learned that her grandson had been murdered 15 years 
prior and ever since then she had developed the habit of coming to the 
courthouse to help people who come there in pain. She specified that 
at first, she was there for the families of the victims, but now she helps 
the families of those accused of committing crimes as well. To her, 
everyone who comes to this courthouse seems to be in pain. During 
their conversation, she said to Stevenson, “I decided that I was 
supposed to be here to catch some of the stones people cast at each 
other.” (308) That comment reminded him of something he himself 
once said: “we have to be stone-catchers.” 

 
In today’s Gospel from John 8, we heard the story of the Scribes 

and Pharisees embarrassing a woman who had broken the 6th 
Commandment by making her stand in the middle of the crowd in the 
Temple area and revealing her sin to everyone. The religious leaders 
said that in the law of Moses, such people should be stoned and they 
asked Jesus his opinion. Jesus was faced with a dilemma: affirm the law 
or affirm the life of this woman. Finally, he insightfully responded, “let 
the one who is among you without sin be the first to throw a stone at 



her.” One by one, they went away and left the woman alone. Jesus had 
saved her life. 

 
While the Scribes and the Pharisees in today’s Gospel realized the 

truth of Jesus’ words that we are all sinners and walked away, many 
people don’t. They do not acknowledge their own sins, so they choose 
to stay and cast stones at others. This is where the ‘stone-catchers’ 
come in. A stone-catcher is someone willing to place themselves in 
danger to defend other human beings who are vulnerable to being 
attacked. It takes courage to be one. A stone-catcher doesn’t 
necessarily have to approve of every person’s actions, but following the 
example of Jesus, they uphold their human dignity. 

 
Stone catchers are the people who follow Jesus’ example of defending 

every person’s fundamental human dignity from those who want to cast 
stones at them. 

 
Who are the people that I would stand in front of to catch the 

stones thrown at them? Am I myself a stone thrower? What stones 
have people thrown at me? Who are the people who have stood in 
front of me in times of great vulnerability to protect me? 

 
Every one of us, even in our sins, has a future in the eyes of God. 

Jesus saw the future of the woman in today’s Gospel when others could 
only see her sin. May we protect the lives of all, especially those most 
threatened, knowing that none of us are without sin and all of us need 
someone to advocate for us at some point in our lives. With just 
mercy, may all of us be more forgiving with each other, forgetting what 
lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead. 

  


